
News Compilation:  
Convening Safe Legislative Sessions

State legislatures are in the news as plans to hold safe legislative sessions next year are discussed. In 
preparation for this meeting of the Senate Presidents’ Forum, we compiled recently published news articles  
(as of Dec 9, 2020) on the subject of convening in the COVID era. Watch the State Updates section of our 
homepage (senpf.org) for continued coverage.  

Government official, politician, and candidate deaths, diagnoses, and quarantines due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, 2020  (Ballotpedia. Updated weekly.)

State News
AK: The Legislative Council has adopted a “Pandemic Code 
of Conduct Policy,” which applies to all legislators and 
legislative staff in Juneau. 

AR: At least nine legislators have tested positive for 
COVID-19 after lawmakers resumed their hearings on state 
agency budgets. 

AZ: The Legislature will be temporarily closed after at least 
15 current or future legislators may have been directly 
exposed to COVID-19 by meeting with Rudy Giuliani. 

AR: Referring to a recent COVID-19 outbreak, outgoing 
Senate President Pro Tem Jim Hendren said the 
Legislature adopted a rule before adjournment ensuring 
that lawmakers could participate remotely. 

CA: Although the Assembly will meet in the Sacramento 
Kings’ Golden 1 Center for a Dec. 7 session, the Senate will 
still convene in its regular chambers. 

FL: Senate President Wilton Simpson said no more than 
three Senate committees will meet concurrently when 
lawmakers return to Tallahassee next year, as a COVID-19 
precaution.

FL: Nine lawmakers were excused from attending the 
legislative organization session because they tested 
positive for COVID-19 or were recently exposed to the 
coronavirus. 

FL: Senate President Wilton Simpson created a new 
Senate committee that will review Florida’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic and plan for future emergencies.   

GA: Senate President Pro Tem Butch Miller said senators 
who participated in the Senate Judiciary subcommittee 
meeting with Rudy Giuliani were encouraged to quarantine 
for two weeks. 

ID: A legislative compensation committee took steps to 
limit per diem pay for lawmakers in the event the 2021 
session is interrupted by a COVID-19 outbreak.

IN: Senate President Pro Tem Rodric Bray says most 
lawmakers will wear masks, but they won’t be required to 
wear them when they convene at the Statehouse next week.   

ME: To begin the new session, 186 legislators met at the 
Augusta Civic Center to allow for great social distancing in 
a venue with better ventilation  

continued

https://www.senpf.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Government_official,_politician,_and_candidate_deaths,_diagnoses,_and_quarantines_due_to_the_coronavirus_(COVID-19)_pandemic,_2020
https://ballotpedia.org/Government_official,_politician,_and_candidate_deaths,_diagnoses,_and_quarantines_due_to_the_coronavirus_(COVID-19)_pandemic,_2020
https://www.senpf.org/index.html
https://mustreadalaska.com/legislature-sets-strict-rules-for-capitol-covid-conduct/
https://www.magnoliabannernews.com/news/2020/oct/29/two-more-state-lawmakers-test-positive-covid-9/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/12/06/giuliani-covid-19-diagnosis-closes-arizona-legislature/
https://www.thv11.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/safety-measures-state-capitol-covid-19/91-c0e7393a-43a8-489d-8ced-abe4487691e3
https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2020/11/25/california-assembly-g1c-coronavirus-session/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/florida/2020/12/03/florida-senate-eyes-social-distancing-for-committees/
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/orlando/9-covid-infected-legislators-had-to-sit-out-the-legislative-organization-session/Content?oid=28349060
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/os-ne-senate-covid-select-committee-20201202-hcoikizmpbcvra2vdfsxobq5zi-story.html
https://www.ajc.com/politics/georgia-senators-urged-to-quarantine-after-giulianis-covid-19-diagnosis/TELIVAETQJFUPKOFANAKWBU6II/
https://lmtribune.com/northwest/committee-allows-idaho-legislators-to-have-flexibility-with-per-diem/article_3af4593f-992e-5034-b409-6e4fc72ab2a6.html
https://indianapublicmedia.org/news/sen.-greg-taylor-says-suit-jacket-and-tie-are-required-on-floor,-masks-should-be-too.php
https://www.wmtw.com/article/new-maine-legislature-to-be-sworn-in-begin-work/34844762


News Compilation: Convening Safe Legislative Sessions 

continued

MD: Senate President Bill Ferguson released an operational 
plan for how the Senate will conduct business next session 
during the ongoing pandemic.

MA: After an outbreak of COVID-19 at the State House, 
Senate President Karen Spilka urged senators to work 
remotely during fiscal 2021 budget negotiations.  

MN: Republican legislative leaders suggested that state 
lawmakers and their staff should be among the early 
recipients of a COVID-19 vaccine when it is available.

MS: Despite talk about a possible delay due to ongoing 
concerns over COVID-19, the Legislature is expected to gavel 
in on Jan 5 as scheduled.

MO: Senate President Pro Tem Dave Schatz said that while 
senators often wear masks in public, it is “ultimately up to 
each individual to make that decision.” 

MT: Lawmakers are considering recommendations for 
the rules that will govern the 2021 session and what that 
session will look like during COVID-19.  

NH: On a historic day when lawmakers met outside in 
40-degree temperatures to provide social distancing due to 
COVID-19 concerns, Sen. Chuck Morse was elected Senate 
President. 

NM: Some groups are pushing for the legislative session to 
be postponed until pandemic conditions ease, even though 
the state constitution mandates the start date.  

NY: The New York State Bar Association passed a resolution 
urging the state to consider enforcing mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccination, even if people object for “religious, 
philosophical or personal reasons.”   

ND: Legislative leaders support a mask mandate to allow 
the 141 members of the Legislature to do their jobs when 
their regular session begins in January. 

OK: Legislative leaders are working on plans to safely return 
to session Feb. 1 amid a record spike in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations in the state.

OK: Senate President Pro Tem Greg Treat said the Senate 
will observe the governor’s order to wear masks in state 
buildings by wearing them at the Capitol.  

TX: The Lt. Governor said people wishing to provide 
committee testimony may need to register days beforehand 
and take a coronavirus test ahead of the hearing. 

TX: The logistics of the biennial session, which begins on 
Jan. 12, will be made harder due to complications caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

UT: Senate President Stuart Adams said Utah would like 
to have a traditional in-person session next year, “But the 
most likely model will probably be blended.” 

VT: Meeting virtually for the first time, lawmakers were 
briefed on the state’s dire financial outlook and discussed 
initial plans for conducting legislative business during the 
pandemic. 

VT: A recent rise in COVID-19 cases has prompted state 
legislators to defer plans to hold at least a portion of the 
2021 legislative session in person.  

VA: The House of Delegates plans to meet remotely for the 
upcoming regular legislative session, while the Senate is 
preparing to meet in person in Richmond.

VA: Finding common ground on operating rules has 
become a challenge for the General Assembly as it prepares 
to convene in January for a so-called short session. 

WY: State lawmakers are still considering whether to wait 
until spring to host the 2021 legislative session because of 
fears over spreading the virus.  
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